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for his collaborative effort with trumpeter Brian
Lynch on the album “Simpatico”. Eddie
Palmieri’s innovative musical fusion of salsa,
funk, soul and jazz has captivated audiences
for nearly half a century. He has remarkably
used his Puerto-Rican heritage, Afro-Carib-
bean roots and American identification to help
diversify the rhythms of Latin jazz. For his
noble creativity to help introduce Latin and
salsa music to American audiences every-
where, | ask that my colleagues join me in
paying tribute to Mr. Eddie Palmieri. A musical
genius who paved the way to make Latin
music an American hallmark while sustaining
this genre’s ties to its Caribbean legacy. An
American Hero, Eddie Palmieri has devoted
his life’s work to improving the quality of life
for the people of our beloved El Barrio and the
Bronx, New York State, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico and this great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, each year, Americans observe
National Hispanic Heritage Month from Sep-
tember 15 to October 15, by celebrating the
histories, cultures and contributions of Amer-
ican citizens whose ancestors came from
Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and
South America. During this year’s Hispanic
Heritage Month, in addition to paying tribute to
my beloved friend Eddie Palmieri, and as a
Korean War Veteran, as | conclude my 50
years of Public Service, including 46 years in
the United States Congress, | also want to pay
a very special salute to the Puerto Rican men
and women who answered the call to serve
during WWII, our beloved The 65th Infantry
Regiment, nicknamed “The Borinqueneers”.

CONGRATULATING DAVID NORMAN
ON HIS OUTSTANDING TEACHING
OF TEXAS HISTORY AWARD

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize David Norman of Coppell Middle
School West, in Coppell, Texas, on receiving
the 2016 Linden Heck Howell Outstanding
Teaching of Texas History Award.

Mr. Norman has been a strong member of
the community for the past ten years, serving
the entirety of his teaching career at Coppell
West. His admiration for the school system
and all those involved is uncanny, especially
as his daughter and son both graduated from
Coppell. Mr. Norman spends time volunteering
at the Coppell YMCA, which earned him the
Rookie Volunteer of the Year Award in 2015.
He was also nominated for the Coppell YMCA
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year for 2016.

Mr. Norman has said of his own accom-
plishments as an educator:

“When learners are able to see their value
and influence in this world, for good or bad, |
have succeeded academically. But there is an
accomplishment that is nearer to my heart. |
think one of the things missing in our society,
and in our classrooms, is kindness.”

Mr. Norman is an outstanding figure in an
already impressive group of students, faculty,
and school community. | hope his enthusiasm
and exceptional teaching methods carry him
for the rest of his tenure. The entire commu-
nity is influenced by his genuine demeanor
and | cannot thank David enough for his posi-
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tive impact and hope he continues for years to
come.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize
the hard work and support David contributes,
as well as his being awarded the Outstanding
Teaching of Texas History Award. | ask all of
my distinguished colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing David Norman of Coppell Middle
School West.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $19,852,972,577,729.55. We've
added $9,226,095,528,816.47 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 ftrillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

——————

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF LEO
GALLEGOS JR.

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Leo Gallegos Jr., who passed
away on October 30, 2016 at age 75. Leo was
a loving husband, father, grandparent, and
friend, who dedicated his life to serving others.
He was an American patriot and a humble
man who was an inspiration to many. He was
a leader in our minority communities, and was
a political activist who made an instrumental
impact on California’s Democratic Party, espe-
cially in the Central Valley.

Born on August 5, 1941, in Caldwell, Idaho,
Leo was the oldest of 10 children. He was the
son of immigrant farmworkers who followed
agricultural opportunities to Hanford, Cali-
fornia. After graduating high school, Leo en-
listed in the United States Army, serving in the
101st Airborne Division until the 1960’s. After
serving in Korea and retiring from the Armed
Forces, he attended Fresno State, receiving a
Bachelor's and a Master's degree in Social
Work.

His passion for politics and drive to help
bring change for minority communities first
emerged while he was at Fresno State.
Through the late 1960’s, he helped start
Latino and American-Indian student organiza-
tions on campus. In 1975, Leo became Gov-
ernor Jerry Brown’s right hand man in the San
Joaquin Valley during Brown’s first eight years
serving in Sacramento. While working in the
governor’s office, Leo worked tirelessly behind
the scenes, advocating for minorities during a
time when they were commonly overlooked for
public office positions. Leo was interconnected
with almost every ethnic group, pushing for a
shift in politics that would embrace minorities.
He never considered running for an office him-
self. Instead Leo preferred to work behind the
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scenes, not wanting to be in the spotlight. He
wanted to do his job to empower others, the
best he could.

In the late 1970’s, Leo became very politi-
cally active in Central California’s Democratic
circles. He worked diligently to broaden the
traditional selection process for judges, state
and national positions. He became a political
consultant and influential fundraiser who
helped minority appointees for judgeships and
office positions. In 1983, Leo was appointed
by former Congressman Tony Coelho as the
national Hispanic coordinator for the Demo-
cratic Congressional Campaign Committee.

Leo is survived by his mother, Esther
Gallegos, and his wife Olivia, along with their
daughter and son, Stephanie and Sean. He
also leaves behind six brothers, two sisters,
and four grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to the life and service of Leo
Gallegos Jr., whose passion, dedication, and
selflessness behind the scenes made an in-
strumental impact on reshaping local politics.
His life is a testament to the success minori-
ties and immigrants can achieve, and his hum-
bleness and great character is something to
be remembered. | join Leo’s family in honoring
his life, his love for his community, tenacity,
passion for making a difference, and service
to his country. He will be greatly missed.

————

TITLE VIII NURSING WORKFORCE
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support to H.R. 2713, the “Title VIII Nursing
Workforce Reauthorization Act of 2015,” which
extends advanced education nursing grants to
support clinical nurse specialist programs.

Specifically, | am pleased that this legisla-
tion:

Includes clinical nurse leaders as advanced
education nurses, thereby making clinical
nurse leader education programs eligible for
advanced education nursing grants. (Clinical
nurse leaders are advanced generalist clini-
cians who apply research and coordinate care
in order to improve outcomes for patients.);

Describes the clinical nurse specialist pro-
grams that are eligible for grants and federal
aid;

Reauthorizes funding for nursing programs
by extending loan repayments and programs
through 2020.

H.R. 2713 will provide a general sum of
money, as may be necessary, for the fiscal
years 2016 through 2020, allowing Congress
to appropriate funds as necessity arises.

Importantly, this bill also includes a focus on
comprehensive geriatric education, helping to
ensure that our parents and grandparents are
treated by knowledgeable and well educated
personnel.

Student debt has proven an increasing con-
cern for nursing students as the price of pro-
grams grows steeper, while employment op-
portunities grow sparse.

Of recent nursing school graduates in 2012
and 2013, more than 1/3 of borrowing stu-
dents in the field were unemployed upon grad-
uation, despite a national increase in general
recent graduate employment.
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Additionally, 74 percent of recently grad-
uated nursing students are straddled with loan
repayment obligations, a number that is slight-
ly higher than the 71 percent of all new recent
graduates battling unsurmountable student
debt.

Providing nursing students with additional
time to repay these loans is incredibly impor-
tant, and | am happy to see this aspect of the
bill renewed and increased.

Within Houston, MD Anderson, Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Memorial Hermann Hospital,
and St. Joseph’s are only a few of the medical
centers in the city requiring skilled nurses.

In 2011, nearly 22,000 vocational and reg-
istered nurses practiced within the city of
Houston, making it the largest employer in the
state.

Supporting the nursing workforce in further-
ance of advanced education is critical and |
urge my colleagues to join me in support of
H.R. 2713, the “Title VIII Nursing Workforce
Reauthorization Act of 2015.”

HONORING MRS. ETHEL MAE MOLO
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the extraordinary life of Mrs. Ethel Mae Molo,
who was affectionately known by family and
friends as GG.

Mrs. Molo was born on October 27, 1914 in
Homer, Louisiana. After graduating from
McDonogh Thirty-Five High School she at-
tended and graduated from Xavier University
in New Orleans, Louisiana with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Social Work.

After moving to California Ethel married Mr.
Raymond Molo, she also had three beautiful
children. Once in California she was given the
opportunity to hold a position on the Kaiser
shipyard as a Rosie the Riveter, helping to
support the war efforts for World War Il. She
later continued her service at the Naval Air
station working on aircrafts. After many years
as a dispatcher, she retired from the Air Sta-
tion.

Following her retirement Ethel was very ac-
tive throughout her community. She worked
with political leaders Ronald Dellums, Willie
Brown, and Don Peralta on projects in the Bay
Area. On a national level she was an active
member of the NAACP, for fifteen years she
helped fundraise money for Fannie Lou Hamer
and the voting rights act in Mississippi.

As a strong woman of faith Mrs. Molo wor-
shiped at the Presbyterian Women of Faith
East Oakland Fellowship Circle and was the
secretary of her church.

All in all, Ethel was a woman of many col-
ors. Her interests were diverse as were the
many people she touched with her hard work
and dedication to her community and those
that were less fortunate than her.

Traveling, sewing, reading and cooking big
meals for her friends and family were among
her many hobbies. She spent her golden
years reading comfortably eating her favorite
cookies, spending time with her family and
watching her game shows.

She leaves to celebrate her life, her three
loving children, Dovelyn Burbridge-Winbush,
Gene Hennen, and Alfreda Gibson-Hampton.
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She also leaves six generations of grand-
children, great grandchildren, and great-great
grandchildren along with her nieces and neph-
ew.

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes the legacy of Mrs. Ethel Mae
Molo. Her contributions have truly impacted
countless lives throughout the Bay Area. | join
her loved ones in celebrating her incredible life
and offer my most sincere condolences.

———

IN HONOR OF JOSEPH P. MILES
SR.

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Joseph P. Miles Sr. for his achieve-
ments, contributions, and service in the U.S.
Navy and as a community leader.

In 1944, Joseph was hired by the Radio
Corporation of America (RCA), a crucial em-
ployer in South Jersey at the time. Mr. Miles
continued his employment with RCA until
1988.

However in 1945, heeding the call to service
Joseph joined the U.S. Navy, serving aboard
the heavy cruiser USS Helena. He was honor-
ably discharged in 1946. He joined the U.S.
Naval Seabees’ organized reserves in 1951
and served until 1955.

Joseph has been an important leader in the
community throughout his life. He served on
the Borough Council of Magnolia for six years,
including as its president. He was elected the
mayor of Magnolia from 1978 to 1984. He
joined the Magnolia Fire Company in 1989
and is a past president of the Camden County
Fire Police.

Throughout his life, Joseph has remained
committed to community service. In 1974, he
and volunteers helped to erect concrete forms
for walkways and areas for benches and light-
ing for Albertson Park. He helped construct a
replica of the Magnolia train station. When it
was docked at the shipyard, he worked on the
Battleship New Jersey for eight months.

Mr. Speaker, Joseph P. Miles Sr., is a great
American whose dedication to serving our
country and our community is an inspiration to
us all. I join with his family, friends, and all of
New Jersey in honoring the selfless service of
this extraordinary man.

HONORING JUDGE GORDON
BARANCO

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recog-
nize the extraordinary career of Judge Gordon
Baranco. | would like to congratulate him on
his retirement and thank him for his invaluable
service to our community.

Born and raised in Oakland, California, Gor-
don graduated from Oakland High School in
1965. Gordon would become a star basketball
player at the University of California, Davis,
where he led the Aggies to win three league
championships.
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Gordon’s time spent at UC Davis would co-
incide with the Vietnam War and the Civil
Rights Movement. This time in Gordon’s life
was critical to his academic and civic develop-
ment, opening his eyes to injustices here in
the United States and abroad.

In 1969, Gordon graduated from UC Davis
with a bachelor's degree in political science.
Inspired by the idea that the law could be a
vehicle to change society, he went on to enroll
in law school. He graduated from the King
School of Law at UC Davis in 1972.

As an attorney, Gordon practiced as a
Graduate Legal Assistant in the office of the
California State Attorney General; a Deputy
District Attorney in the office of the San Fran-
cisco District Attorney; as managing Attorney
for the San Francisco Neighborhood Legal As-
sistance Foundation, and Assistant to the City
Attorney in Oakland.

At the young age of 32 he was made the
Honorable Gordon Baranco, appointed to the
Oakland Piedmont Emeryville Municipal Court
by Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. After serv-
ing as presiding judge of the court, he was ap-
pointed by Governor George Deukmejian as a
judge of the Alameda County Superior Court.

In 2004, Judge Baranco was instrumental in
establishing the Alameda County Homeless
and Caring Court, which provides a much
needed alternative to the traditional criminal
justice court system for the homeless.

On a personal note, Judge Baranco worked
with me and helped lead our record remedy
and expungement conferences for several
years. Because of his boldness and commit-
ment, many returning citizens have been able
to move forward with their lives without the
troubles of their past once their parole is com-
pleted. For this, |, along with so many others,
am deeply grateful.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, Judge Gordon
Baranco, | salute you. | thank you for a life-
time of service and congratulate you on your
achievements. | wish you and your loved ones
the very best as you enjoy your well-deserved
retirement.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF DR. JOSEPH J.
ROY, SUPERINTENDENT OF

BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dr. Joseph J. Roy, who will re-
ceive the 2017 Pennsylvania Superintendent
of the Year Award from the Pennsylvania As-
sociation of School Administrators. Dr. Roy will
be recognized for his outstanding performance
on November 17, 2016 in Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania.

Dr. Roy is a graduate of Franklin & Marshall
College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He re-
ceived his Master’'s degree in educational ad-
ministration from Bucknell University and his
Doctoral degree from Lehigh University. In
1986, Dr. Roy began his career working for
East Penn School District where he taught so-
cial studies at Emaus High School. After re-
ceiving his Master’'s, he was hired as an As-
sistant Principal at Liberty High School in
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